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Messrs. Dillon's and Devlin s acts at the 
Conference, it must. continue to be identi- 
fied with them. The Conference’s policy 
is defined in the report which we print to- 
day, and the party a policy, as understood 
by Mr. Law, is defined in his letter. If 
Mr. Law speaks with any authority, it is 
perfeetiy clear that the Nationalist Party, 
as represented by its leaders, has, in fagt, 
capitulated to Sinn Fein. Mr. Law says 
thet the party's attitude to recruiting 
is still Mr. Redmond’s attitude—" we 
shall, I am certain, do all we can to pro 
mote ’’ recruiting. The Conference, on ihe 
other hand, marked Lord French's appeal 
as “read,” and it is not reported that 
Messrs. Dillon and Devlin made any pro- 
test. Mr. Law says that the party stands 
for constitational nationalism and seitle- 
ment withm the British Commonwealth as 
against ‘“‘revolutionary separation”’ and 
Bolshevism. The Conference s latest report 
shows thet it stands for a self-determina- 
tion of which the first article notorionsly 
is “revolutionary separation.’’ Therefore, 
in this most vital matter of national policy 
the Natiopalist Party, through its leaders, 
has capitulated to Sinn Fein. What othe 
conclusion is possible? Mr. Law is, of 
course, too reasonable and straightforward 
io contend that his leaders, as members of 
the Conference and regular attendants at 
its meétings, can dissociate either 
selves or their unprotesting followers from 
its statements of policy. 
The truth is that the Nationalis: 
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Cavan ard elsewhere, in which Mr. Law 
seeks comfort, have no real sichificance. 
The essential facts are Sinn J'¢in's control 
of the anti-oonscription avd 
its new alliance with the Roman 
Charch, its capture cof the 
its degrading influence 
on Nationalist policy, and its success in 
alienating the sympathies of Nationalist 
lreland’s best friends in Great Britain 
and the United States. In his { 
letter Mr. Law said? There are 
us who will, if it should ever be necessary, 
ficht to the last against a capitulation 
which would be an abandonment of 
liedmond’s teaching 
Irish sokdiers, living and dead We sul 
mit to him, very earnestly and urgently, 
that the necessity has, indeed, arisen 
report of the Mansion H: 
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| food supply, if not to everybody's satia- 
faction, at least without anybody's violent 
antagonism—which is as much as it could 
hope to achieve. There are still, however, 
obvious weaknesses in its machinery, such, 
for example, as the defective arrangements 
for distribution which have compelled 
the destruction at Liverpool of large 
quantities of food owing to putre- 
faction. Mr. Clynes announced no 
very important variations in supplies 
or prices. The outlook with respect to 
home meat supplies has much improved. 
The Dublin Victuallers’ Association has 
just announced a reduction in retail meat 
prices, with the prospect of a further re- 
duction. Against this relief has to bo set 
Mr. Clynes’s statement that, owing to the 
increase in the cost of production and the 
necessity of maintaining supply, the price 
of milk during the summer will be ad- 
vanced by a figure which works out at a 
penny a quart tothe consumer, We take it, 
however, that this increase applies only to 
Great Britain, and that any variation in 
price in Ireland will be a matter for deci- 
sion by the Irish Food Control Committee, 
So far as Ireland is concerned there is 
certainly no very obvious reason to justify 
an advance in the price of milk at this 
season of the year. Mr. Clynes anticipates 
a heavy potato crop, and the public will 
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LETTER FROM MR. HUGH LAW, MP. 
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LONDON CORRESPON DENCY, 


59 FLEET STREET, LONDON, 
Tutrspay Nicut. 

This afternoon 's news from France con- 
firms the impression that the new phase 
of the enemy's gréat offensive has now 
definitely come to an end. No one, how- 
ever, supposes that they will be content to | 
vemain in their present position for more 
than a short time. The general situation 
compels them to attempt to reach a quick | 
decision, and the principal question now 
being asked is, “Where will the next blow 
be directed?” If the German High Com- | 
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mand took its inspiration from the mili- | 


tary correspondents of the Allies, the 
answer would almost certainly be 

‘Rheims and a sector further east, for 
there is an extraordifary consensus 
opinion that in that region lies 
enemy's best chance of making another big 
advance. 

On the other hand, a successful 
in Champagne would not secure what is 
believed to be the German main objective 
namely. the destruction of the French 
Armies. It would merely prepare the way 
for a further advance later on. And, as 
they are more pressed for time than the 
Allies. it. is possib "le that they il avai 
revert to their origina! hm dh to capture 
Amiens and Abbeville, and so dil a 
wedge between the Anglo-French Aimy ft: 
the north and that to the south. Or the; 
may prefer yet another 
attempt yr turn the flank of the Allied 
forces in the north, in the hope of r Hin g 
them up and capturing the Channel p 


b! ow 


li 
i 
I 
) 
| 
i 
| 
I 
i 
! 
i 


mancenurre and | 


Whatever may turn out to be Ludendo: ms S | 


it is certain that it will not be ca 
without very ei ae fighting 
Shortt paid a high 
Price to-day, br 
is harged his 
efficient and 
repiyv to 
* that the mani 
fallen upon 
that he 
s a series Of Questions con 
to the Chief Secretar) 


plan, 
vie 

apliment t 
shat 
dificult dutis 
joya] manne 


questions | 


stating 


Ti has 


and was cailed 


against Maj 
fused to consider the question -of relies 
him of his duties. Mr. Archdale was 
formed that 

housing will be issued as seol as Pp 
In reply to an inquiry i What 
concerning the oile 


“seit le. 


ouse 


at th 
at th 


Ena! 


Home Rule 
i it ther 


Trish re-| 
f1 ) 


Mr. Cowan's report on Dublin 


appom 


“a 
‘IRISH COAL SUPPLIEs 


IMPORTANT RECOMMENDATIOy 


IMPERATIVE NEED FOR 
ECONOMY. 

A representative meeting of the Coa) ¢ 
mittee tor the Midland Districts of Irejan, 
| held yesterday at 19 Westmorciend gut 
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following resolutions were UNaDime 
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